
Unveiling the Intriguing Lives of "We Three":
A Detailed Exploration of Gouverneur Morris
In the annals of American history, the name Gouverneur Morris stands out
as a brilliant statesman, diplomat, and author. His legacy is intertwined with
the founding of the United States, and his life story is a captivating tale of
ambition, intrigue, and enduring influence. In the book "We Three,"
biographer John Matteson meticulously unravels the complex lives of
Morris and his two closest companions, James Monroe and Robert
Livingston, offering a comprehensive and engaging account of their
intertwined destinies.

The Early Years and Formative Experiences

Gouverneur Morris was born into a wealthy New York family in 1752. From
a young age, he displayed exceptional intelligence and a keen interest in
politics. He studied at King's College (now Columbia University) and later
pursued legal training in France. During this time, he witnessed firsthand
the turmoil and intellectual ferment of the pre-Revolutionary era.
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James Monroe, born in Virginia in 1758, was also destined for a
remarkable career. Ambitious and driven, he joined the Continental Army
during the Revolutionary War and rose through the ranks. After the war, he
served in various diplomatic and political positions, including as governor of
Virginia and secretary of state under President James Madison.

Robert Livingston, a wealthy New York landowner and statesman, was the
oldest and most experienced of the trio. Born in 1746, he played a pivotal
role in the drafting and ratification of the Declaration of Independence. As a
member of the Continental Congress, he served on numerous important
committees and was a prominent advocate for American independence.

The Revolutionary Era and the Birth of a Nation

In the years leading up to the American Revolution, Morris, Monroe, and
Livingston emerged as key players in the movement for independence.
Morris became a leading voice in the Continental Congress, contributing
significantly to the drafting of the Articles of Confederation and the
Constitution.

Monroe distinguished himself as a military commander during the war,
participating in several major battles. After the war, he served as a delegate
to the Constitutional Convention, where he played a crucial role in securing
the Bill of Rights.

Livingston, leveraging his political connections and personal wealth,
became a prominent advocate for the cause of American independence.
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He also played a key role in the negotiations leading up to the Treaty of
Paris, which formally ended the war.

A Tapestry of Personal Lives and Romantic Intrigues

Beyond their political accomplishments, Morris, Monroe, and Livingston
shared a rich tapestry of personal lives and romantic entanglements. Morris
was known for his wit, charm, and libertine lifestyle, which often led to
scandalous rumors. Monroe, on the other hand, was a devoted husband
and father, but his reputation was marred by allegations of infidelity.
Livingston, while married, also engaged in extramarital affairs that caused
considerable public gossip.

Diplomatic Missions and International Intrigue

In the years following the American Revolution, Morris, Monroe, and
Livingston continued to serve the young republic in various diplomatic
missions. Morris represented the United States in France during the French
Revolution, where he witnessed firsthand the rise and fall of the Republic of
Liberty.

Monroe served as ambassador to France, Spain, and Great Britain, playing
a crucial role in negotiating treaties and resolving diplomatic disputes.
Livingston was appointed as minister to France in 1801, where he
successfully negotiated the Louisiana Free Download, one of the most
significant territorial acquisitions in American history.

Later Years and Legacy

Morris, Monroe, and Livingston spent their later years in relative obscurity,
each seeking solace in their own pursuits. Morris died in 1816, Monroe in
1831, and Livingston in 1813. However, their legacies lived on, as their



contributions to the founding of the United States continued to shape the
course of American history.

John Matteson's "We Three" is a masterfully crafted biography that brings
to life the intricate lives and remarkable achievements of Gouverneur
Morris, James Monroe, and Robert Livingston. Through meticulous
research and captivating storytelling, Matteson provides a comprehensive
and engaging account of their intertwined destinies, shedding light on the
personal struggles, diplomatic triumphs, and enduring legacy of these three
extraordinary individuals. Whether you are a history buff, a student of
American politics, or simply seeking an engrossing read, "We Three" is a
must-have addition to your bookshelf.
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