
The Architect and the Beaux-Arts: Minorities
in Architecture
The Beaux-Arts architectural style, characterized by its grandeur,
symmetry, and classical ornamentation, dominated American architecture
for much of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. While the movement is
often associated with the elite and well-established, it also provided
opportunities for minorities to enter the field of architecture.

This article explores the experiences of minority architects who trained at
the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris, the birthplace of the Beaux-Arts style. It
sheds light on their struggles and triumphs, and how they contributed to the
architectural landscape of the United States.
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Julian Abele, born in 1881, was the first African American to graduate from
the École des Beaux-Arts. Despite the racial prejudice he faced, Abele
excelled in his studies and went on to design some of the most iconic
buildings in Philadelphia, including the First African Presbyterian Church
and the YWCA.

Another notable African American architect who studied at the École des
Beaux-Arts was Vertner Woodson Tandy. Tandy was the first African
American to pass the architectural licensing exam in New York State. He
designed numerous churches, schools, and hospitals, many of which are
still standing today.
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Gyo Obata, a Japanese American architect, was one of the most prominent
Asian architects of the 20th century. He graduated from the École des
Beaux-Arts in 1931 and went on to design some of the most recognizable
buildings in the United States, including the National Air and Space
Museum and the Saint Louis Gateway Arch.
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Another notable Asian American architect who studied at the École des
Beaux-Arts was I.M. Pei. Pei, born in China, is known for his iconic
designs, such as the Louvre Pyramid in Paris and the Bank of China Tower
in Hong Kong.
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Rafael Guastavino, a Spanish architect, was one of the most influential
architects of the late 19th century. He developed the Guastavino tile
vaulting system, which was used in many major public buildings, including
Grand Central Terminal in New York City and the Library of Congress in
Washington, D.C.

Another notable Hispanic American architect who studied at the École des
Beaux-Arts was Mario Ciampi. Ciampi was an Italian American architect
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who designed the Hollywood Bowl and the Griffith Park Observatory in Los
Angeles.

The Beaux-Arts style provided opportunities for minorities to enter the field
of architecture and make significant contributions to the built environment
of the United States. Despite facing societal barriers, these architects
persevered and achieved great success, leaving a lasting legacy on the
American architectural landscape.

The stories of these minority architects are inspiring and provide a
testament to the power of resilience and determination. They remind us
that architecture is a field that is open to all who have the passion and the
desire to create.
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